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                             EPFU News Flash No. 145, August 2025
	Dear Friends

Greetings from “Down-under operations”. Once again I am traveling and GA flying is next to impossible for me although the conditions in Finland would be ideal e.g. for waterflying.

Find René´s composition of current topics, together with Martin’s contributions. You will find quite interesting news concerning for example FAA and the Light Sports Aircraft. Let us hope their initiative reaches its goal and Europe will follow up shortly with similar good news. 
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Summer flying 2025 in Finland

	This News Flash is quite long with all its components so I keep my words short and let you now examine the rest. Happy summer and stay safe!

Your President


	

	What Future for AVGAS 100LL?

Copied from pilot-hub.com, 20/7/2025, confirmed by Europe Air Sports and AOPA Germany: 

“The long-discussed future of the leaded aviation fuel Avgas 100LL in Europe has reached a decisive turning point. Just a few months ago, it was unclear whether the fuel product containing the controversial additive tetraethyl lead (TEL) could still be produced or used at all after 1 May 2025. It is now clear that the supply of 100LL is secured in Europe until April 2032 for the time being - at least for Shell products.

The decision: Authorisation by the EU REACH Committee: On 26 June 2025 has the so-called REACH Committee of the European Commission the request of Shell on further production and utilisation of Avgas 100LL approved. The result: 26 votes in favour, one abstention, none against. The Shell application is thus politically and legally secured. The decision was taken within the framework of the EU Regulation REACH (Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and Restriction of Chemicals) - a set of instruments for the evaluation and regulation of chemicals in the European Union, which was adopted by the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) in Helsinki.
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	The authorisation allows Shell to sell Avgas 100LL with TEL continue to produce and distribute until April 2032 unless the EU adopts other environmental regulations by then or suitable lead-free alternatives are widely available.”

April 2032 is, from the point of view of an engineer developing complex systems, the day after tomorrow, comment by your Technical Officer.


	
	

	FAA rule change significantly expands light-sport aircraft category to include more aircraft types

found in FlightGlobal, by Jon Hemmerdinger23/7/2025

The essential part of his text: “The new rule, which has been several years in the making, removes the weight, propulsion and landing-gear requirements for light-sport aircraft. They can now fly at 250kt, and fixed-wing types can now accommodate four passengers, up from two. Additionally, the change allows light-sport aircraft to be used for work including infrastructure inspections, filming and agricultural surveillance, the DOT says.
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	The certificate changes take effect in one year, while changes applicable to sport pilots and to light-sport mechanics take effect in 90 days. “Ninety days from now, about three-quarters of the general aviation fleet will be accessible to sport pilots and those exercising sport pilot privileges. One year from now, new and modern aircraft will begin entering the fleet with minimal certification costs,” says the EAA.
For more information please go to the official statement:
https://www.faa.gov/newsroom/us-transportation-secretary-sean-p-duffy-announces-improvements-recreational-aviation

	
	

	Wait and see?

In my opinion, anyone who regularly reads aviation-related news has been presented with a picture of stagnating innovation in the areas of new fuels and new aircraft engines in recent weeks. 

A lot has been put on hold, but there are some rays of hope: the "open rotor concept" is being discussed again, Robinson is venturing into an electric R66 together with Magnix, and the "smartflyer" from Switzerland attracted a lot of interest with its hybrid propulsion system at the AERO in Friedrichshafen, at EBACE of Geneva, and at Le Bourget. 
New investors have been found for the latter project, thanks to whom optimisations can be implemented. This is very important for our aviation segment, as the problems surrounding AVGAS 100LL have not been resolved, only postponed. Future-proof training and travel aircraft are of paramount importance to us.

“Wait and see” cannot be a solution. If we wait too long to support such projects, we will suddenly find that there is nothing left for us at the airfields.
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Ahh… McDonnell Douglas MD-80, GE UDF, 1988!
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GE and Safran’s CFM RISE project of these days
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Robinson Magnix Electric R66

(source: flightglobal)
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Smartflyer SF-1 at Geneva’s 2025 EBACE
(source: Smartflyer Ltd.)



	Electrifly-In, Bern Airport (LSZB), Bundesbasis

13 – 14/9/2025

Newsdays on innovative propulsion technologies for aircraft with fly-in, symposium, keynotes, expo and trial flights. 
For all details please go to

https://electrifly-in.ch/en/
For the programme please go to
https://electrifly-in.ch/en/programme/
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	Lithium Batteries in Aviation: Powering the Future, and Managing the Risks

23/7/2025 the Agency published a comprehensive text on the use of lithium batteries in aviation.: “It’s hard to imagine a world without lithium batteries. They power everything – from our smartphones and laptops to electric cars – and store renewable energy. Being used in a wide range of devices and applications, lithium batteries have made modern life more convenient, but they also come with risks – especially when taken onboard an aircraft…”
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	For all details please go to

https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/light/topics/lithium-batteries-aviation-powering-future-and-managing-risks?utm_campaign=d-20250723&utm_term=light&mtm_source=notifications&mtm_medium=email&utm_content=title&mtm_placement=content&mtm_group=topic
	
	

	EASA Artificial Intelligence Days 2025, Repetition
Hybrid event (partially online and partially on-site)
Day 1: 27/8/2025, 08:30 - 18:00 CET (UTC+2) — AI Days 2025: EASA Roadmap Day

Day 2: 28/8/2025, 08:15 - 17:30 CET (UTC+2) — AI Days 2025: EASA Research and Innovation Day
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	Location: EASA Headquarters, Konrad- Adenauer-Ufer 3, D-50668 Köln

For more information and your registration please go to 

https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/newsroom-and-events/events/easa-artificial-intelligence-days-2025

	
	

	Evaluation of the Balanced Approach Regulation on noise at EU airports
The official introduction by the Commission: “The Balanced Approach Regulation establishes a process for Member States to manage noise problems at EU airports. Its aim is to provide a framework for noise management to increase the sustainability of air transport while ensuring that the economic impact of measures on all stakeholders are duly taken into account. 
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	The evaluation will assess whether the Regulation achieved its objective and whether it is still fit for purpose.” For your information and eventual contribution please go to

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14778-Evaluation-of-the-Balanced-Approach-Regulation-on-noise-at-EU-airports_en

	
	

	2025 ANAC Technical Standard Order (TSO) Workshop, Repetition

On-site event at the Hotel Golden Tulip, Av. São João, 2200 - Jardim das Colinas, São José dos Campos - SP, 12242-000, Brazil

The TSO Workshop is organised in turn by ANAC/EASA/FAA/TCCA. This year ANAC is hosting the 20th TSO Workshop in Sao Jose dos Campos, Brazil

Not just around the corner, to be held on 17 and 18/9/2025. For all details:

https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/newsroom-and-events/events/2025-anac-technical-standard-order-tso-workshop

	
	

	Terms of Reference (ToR), Notices of Proposed Amendments (NPA), Comment Response Documents (CRD), Opinions, Agency Decisions, and Public Consultations published between 1/7/2025 and 31/7/2025. Titles or text parts in bold characters means that the texts are at least partially important for our community:


	
	

	ToR: 
ToR RMT.0424 Regular update of medical certification requirements for aircrew and air traffic controllers, and the related oversight, published 8/7/2025. This task concerns the maintenance of Regulation (EU) No 1178/2011 and Regulation (EU) No 2015/340 on medical certification requirements for aircrew and air traffic controllers (ATCOs) respectively, and the related oversight. This is the address:

https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/document-library/terms-of-reference-and-rulemaking-group-compositions/tor-rmt0424
ToR RMT.0599 Update of Subpart FC of Part-ORO/Evidence-based training and other elements Subtask 2, published 17/7/2025. EASA writes: “…In today’s EU regulatory framework for flight crew licencing (FCL) and operator training, CBTA is implemented only for the multi-crew pilot licence (Part-FCL, Subpart E) and as a substitute to recurrent training and checking (Evidencesed training (EBT) – Part-ORO, Subpart FC, ORO.FC.231). This subtask will extend CBTA to other parts of the operator’s training and to training that directly affects the operator (e.g. operator conversion course, command course, type rating training course), allowing for a single consistent training philosophy within the operator. Consequently, CBTA should be extended beyond the revalidation and renewal of type ratings Appendix 10 – Part-FCL for EBT, and be applied as well to type rating training per Part-FCL Subpart H. Similarly, operator training should be led by CBTA principles beyond the implemented evidence-based recurrent training (ORO.FC.231) to other cases of operator training…” For the full text please go to

https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/document-library/terms-of-reference-and-rulemaking-group-compositions/tor-rmt0599
ToR RMT.0752 Continued integrity verification programme (CIVP) 29/7/2025, affecting CS-27 and CS-29 helicopters. For the full text please go to 
https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/document-library/terms-of-reference-and-rulemaking-group-compositions/tor-rmt0752

	
	

	Focused Consultation.
NPA 101/2025 Regular update of the ACM/GM to Regulations (EU) 2022/1645 and 2023/203 (Part-IS regulatory package) 24/7/2025 (RMT.0753, Issue 1). This Notice of Proposed Amendment proposes updates to the Guidance Material (GM) to the Part-IS regulatory package (Regulations (EU) 2022/1645 and 2023/203). The objective of the proposed GM is to support and facilitate the application of the regulatory package, thereby maintaining a high level of safety and contributing to the protection of the aviation system against information security (cybersecurity) risks. End of comment period not yet clear. For all related texts please go to

https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/document-library/notices-of-proposed-amendment/focused-consultations/npa-2025-101
ED Decisions 2025/013R, 014R, and 015R are part of the task, as well as Regulations 2202/1645, 2023/203 with associated AMC and GM.


	
	

	Public Consultations: None.

	
	

	Notices of Proposed Amendment:

NPA 2025-01 Take-off performance parameters and position errors — large aeroplanes
1/7/2025, for interested parties the address:

https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/document-library/notices-of-proposed-amendment/npa-2025-01

	
	

	NPA 2025-02(A) Alignment of Regulation (EU) No 748/2012 and Regulation 

(EU) No 1321/2014 with Regulation (EU) 2018/1139 Certification and continuing airworthiness of non-installed equipment (RMT.0727, Subtask 3)

The Agency writes:  “This NPA puts forward amendments to Regulation (EU) No 748/2012 (the Initial Airworthiness Regulation) and Regulation (EU) No 1321/2014 (the Continuing Airworthiness Regulation), together with their associated acceptable means of compliance (AMC) and guidance material (GM), in order to align them with Regulation (EU) 2018/1139 (the Basic Regulation) in respect of the certification and continuing airworthiness of noninstalled equipment (NIE). 

The aim of the proposed regulatory material is to clarify the processes applicable for the initial certification and continuing airworthiness of NIE. This will allow the stakeholders concerned to apply to the maximum extent possible the existing certification and continuing airworthiness processes, thus reaping the full benefits of applying well-established industry processes. When and if relevant, in order to increase efficiency, simplifications are proposed with regard to the exemption from the requirement for capability demonstration for the production of NIE that consists of software applications only to allow for adaptations to the specificities of NIE.”  

Description of the issue by the Agency, first paragraph: “EASA currently lacks a regulatory means to approve NIE since the concept of NIE is not currently reflected in Part 21 of Regulation (EU) No 748/2012 nor is it reflected in Regulation (EU) No 1321/2014, which only refers to the continuing airworthiness of components installed on aircraft. This means that EASA does not have a formal process to approve NIE in case there is a need to address a safety issue with a particular article that is carried on board the aircraft by the operator. In addition, the current regulations do not include any provisions regarding how and by whom such NIE should be maintained and controlled on board the aircraft.”
NPA 2025-02 comes in seven parts. For all seven chapters please go to
https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/document-library/notices-of-proposed-amendment/npa-2025-02
NPA 2025-02(A)        Alignment of Regulation (EU) No 748/2012 and Regulation (EU) No 1321/2014 with Regulation (EU) 2018/1139 (the Basic Regulation). Certification and continuing airworthiness of non-installed equipment (RMT.0727, Subtask 3), introduced above.
NPA 2025-02(B) 
Proposed amendments to Regulation (EU) No 748/2012, Initial Airworthiness 

NPA 2025-02(C) 
Proposed amendments to Annex I (Part 21) to Regulation (EU) No 748/2012 

NPA 2025-02(D) 
Proposed amendments to the AMC and GM to Annex I (Part 21) to Regulation (EU) No    748/2012

NPA 2025-02(E) 
Proposed amendments to Regulation (EU) No 1321/2014, Continuing Airworthiness
NPA 2025-02(F) 
Proposed amendments to the annexes to Regulation (EU) No 1321/2014 

NPA 2025-02(G) 
Proposed amendments to the AMC and GM to Regulation (EU) No 1321/2014 and its  annexes

Comment period ends on 7/10/2025. Please comment individually by using the Agency’s CRT as expressed in chapter 1.2 of NPA 2025-02(A), mid-page 3/20. Part-21, Part-ML, Part-M, Part-66, Part-145, Part-CAMO, and Part-CAO are affected by NPA 2025-02.
NPA 101/2025 Regular update of the ACM/GM to Regulations (EU) 2022/1645 and 2023/203 (Part-IS regulatory package) 24/7/2025 (RMT.0753, Issue 1). This Notice of Proposed Amendment proposes updates to the Guidance Material (GM) to the Part-IS regulatory package (Regulations (EU) 2022/1645 and 2023/203). The objective of the proposed GM is to support and facilitate the application of the regulatory package, thereby maintaining a high level of safety and contributing to the protection of the aviation system against information security (cybersecurity) risks. End of comment period not clear to your Technical Officer. For all related texts please go to

https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/document-library/notices-of-proposed-amendment/focused-consultations/npa-2025-101

	
	

	Agency Decisions: 

HELP! Not by the Beatles, by your Technical Officer: all the following Agency Decisions have been published during the month of July:

ED Decision 2025/015/R, 24/7/2025


Regular update of the AMC & GM to Regulations 2022/1645 and 2023/203 | AMC & GM to Part-IS.AR — Issue 1, Amendment 1

https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/document-library/agency-decisions/ed-decision-2025015r
ED Decision 2025/014/R, 24/7/2025

Regular update of the AMC & GM to Regulations 2022/1645 and 2023/203 | AMC & GM to Part-IS.D.OR — Issue 1, Amendment 1 | AMC & GM to Part-IS.I.OR — Issue 1, Amendment 1

https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/document-library/agency-decisions/ed-decision-2025014r
ED Decision 2025/013/R, 24/7/2025

Regular update of the AMC & GM to Regulations 2022/1645 and 2023/203 | AMC & GM to the Articles of Regulations (EU) 2022/1645 and 2023/203 — Issue 1, Amendment 1

https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/document-library/agency-decisions/ed-decision-2025013r
ED Decision 2025/012/R, 9/7/2025
Introduction of a regulatory framework for the operation of drones — Enabling innovative air mobility with manned VTOL-capable aircraft — AMC & GM to Regulation (EU) No 923/2012

https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/document-library/agency-decisions/ed-decision-2025012r
ED Decision 2025/011/R, 9/7/2025

Introduction of a regulatory framework for the operation of drones — Enabling innovative air mobility with manned VTOL-capable aircraft — AMC & GM to Regulation (EU) No 1178/2011

https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/document-library/agency-decisions/ed-decision-2025011r
ED Decision 2025/010/R, 9/7/2025

Introduction of a regulatory framework for the operation of drones — Enabling innovative air mobility with manned VTOL-capable aircraft — AMC & GM to Regulation (EU) No 965/2012

https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/document-library/agency-decisions/ed-decision-2025010r
ED Decision 2025/009/R, 7/7/2025

Development of requirements for ground handling

https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/document-library/agency-decisions/ed-decision-2025009r
ED Decision 2025/008/R, 7/7/2025

Development of requirements for ground handling

https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/document-library/agency-decisions/ed-decision-2025008r
ED Decision 2025/007/R, 7/7/2025

Development of requirements for ground handling

https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/document-library/agency-decisions/ed-decision-2025007r
ED Decision 2025/006/R, 7/7/2025

Development of requirements for ground handling

https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/document-library/agency-decisions/ed-decision-2025006r
Unfortunately I did not yet find the time to read all the texts. As experienced ground handling man I offer my assistance, if required. The topic, however, has more to do with large aeroplanes.


	
	

	Opinion: None.

	
	

	Comment Response Document

CRD 2024-01 Introduction of a regulatory framework for the operation of drones — Enabling innovative air mobility with manned VTOL-capable aircraft, published 8/7/2025. All the comments are here:
https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/document-library/comment-response-documents/crd-2024-01

	
	

	EU Consultations: (“Have your say”): 
The Commission would like to hear our views on the two proposals presented here:

COMMISSION DELEGATED REGULATION (EU) …/... of XXX laying down rules on the organisation and composition of the Board of Appeal of the European Aviation Safety Agency, and repealing Commission Regulation (EC) No 104/2004, and to the
ANNEXES to the COMMISSION DELEGATED REGULATION (EU) …/...  supplementing Regulation (EU) 2018/1139 of the European Parliament and of the Council by laying down rules on the organisation and composition of the Board of Appeal of the European Union Aviation Safety Agency, on its members and on its procedure, and repealing Commission Regulation (EC) No 104/2004. For your comments please go to

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14775-EASA-BoA-Delegated-Regulation_en
Comment period ends on 5/9/2025


	
	

	EU Regulations: 
Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2025/1345 of 14 July 2025 correcting certain language versions of Annex I to Regulation (EU) No 1178/2011 laying down technical requirements and administrative procedures related to civil aviation aircrew pursuant to Regulation (EC) No 216/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council (OJ L, 2025/1345, 15.7.2025)
(1) The Estonian and Swedish language versions of Annex I (Part-FCL) to Commission Regulation (EU) No 1178/2011 (2) contain an error in point FCL.140.H(a), introductory part, as regards the steps that holders of LAPL(H) need to take to fulfil the recency requirements. The error, introduced by Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2024/2076 (3), affects the substance of the provision.

(2) In addition, the Swedish language version of Annex I (Part-FCL) to Regulation (EU) No 1178/2011 contains errors in point FCL.210.A, point (a), introductory part and subpoint 2, second subparagraph, as well as point (b)(1)(i), as regards the instruction that applicants for a PPL(A) need to complete. The same error occurs in point FCL.210.H(a), introductory part, as regards the instruction that applicants for a PPL(H) need to complete. The errors, also introduced by Implementing Regulation (EU) 2024/2076, affect the substance of those provisions.

(3) The Estonian and Swedish language versions of Regulation (EU) No 1178/2011 should therefore be corrected accordingly. The other language versions are not affected.

(4) The measures provided for in this Regulation are in accordance with the opinion of the committee established by Article 127(1) of Regulation (EU) 2018/1139, which was delivered prior to the adoption of Implementing Regulation (EU) 2024/2076,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1 (does not concern the English language)

Article 2 This Regulation shall enter into force on the twentieth day following that of its publication in the Official Journal of the European Union


	
	

	Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2025/927 of 20 May 2025 supplementing Directive 2003/87/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards measures adopted by the International Civil Aviation Organization for the monitoring, reporting and verification of aviation emissions for the purpose of implementing a global market-based measure and repealing Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2019/1603, published in OJ L, 31/7/2025. For your information, if interested in the topic please go to

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202500927
	
	

	Annual Safety Recommendations Review 2025

29/7/2025 The Agency published the Annual Safety Recommendations Review, Edition 2025. The overview, copied from EASA’s text: 
“A total of 40 safety recommendations were addressed to EASA during 2024, stemming from 26 separate occurrences, including 18 accidents and 8 serious incidents. The majority of these originated from EU-based Safety Investigation Authorities (SIAs), maintaining a consistent trend observed over recent years. Notably, no safety recommendations concerning Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) were received in 2024. These recommendations predominantly focused on procedures and regulations (52.5%), followed by those related to aircraft, equipment, and facilities (32.5%), and personnel-related issues (15%). This distribution 

highlights the continuing relevance of regulatory frameworks and operational practices as core areas for safety improvement”

For the full document please go to

https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/document-library/general-publications/annual-safety-recommendations-review-2025?utm_campaign=d-20250730&utm_term=pro&mtm_source=notifications&mtm_medium=email&utm_content=title&mtm_placement=content&mtm_group=easa_general_publication
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	Murphy’s Law COMPLETE, compiled by Arthur Bloch 

On page 113 we read Grossman’s misquote of H.L. Mencken: “Complex problems have simple, easy-to-understand wrong answers.”

	

	European  Powered  Flying  Union

Best wishes, kind regards,

René Meier, Technical Officer

1/8/2025

CH-2540 Grenchen, Switzerland

Mobile +41 79 333 63 93

rene.meier2540@bluewin.ch
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